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Dameges sustained by employees in the packing and shipment
of household goods are personsl to the employees.

The Government cennot be made agenﬁ or trustee for the
collection of debts in which it has no sctusl concern.

- CLAIMS RRABCH, G.A.O. TO FISCAL DIVISION, C.I.A.

‘Returned herewith for appropriate dlsposition by your office are
the files relative to the damages sustained by J. B. Bsy Vo C..and

N. Ce H., employees of your agency, in the packing and shi ent of
household goods on officlial change of station froml | auwrSEATINTL

A9 - BB ~ STATINTL
_ The file discloses that the packing and crating of the household

shows attempts by officers O youlr Agency to elfTecty adjustment
with both the packer and carrier have been unavailing.

The contract provides in item 5 that finsncial respomsitility for
loss or demage to effects while in. their control end for loss or damage
to effects resulting from the contractor's.negligence or improper perfor-
mence under the contract is personsl to the owner of the effects.

. It appears from your letter dated May 13, 195h thet the plrpose
in forwarding the files to this Office is to attempt collection from
the packer, for apparently improper packing and crating, in order to re-
imburse the emplcyees for the losses susteined. In this connechtion

you are advised that is has been consistently held by the acdcounting
officers of the Government that the Govermment cannot be made agent or
trustee for the collectimn of debts in which the Government has no
actual concern. See 17 Comp. Gen. 329 and 15 Comp. Gen. 38.

In view of the above, and as the remedy for damaées sustained
appears to be personal with the empléyees, it is suggPsted that they
prosecute the matter to final edjustment.
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